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I have two “slice of life” dramas 

to talk about this time. The 
complexities, and myriad of life 

choices we face on a daily basis, 

are endlessly fascinating to 
me…”Vive Le Differences!” 
By Pat Taylor on May 21,2008 

   

 

Boise, U.S.A. 

 

A powerfully though provoking script, written with true grit by Gene 

Franklin Smith, this is a very good play! Directed with guttwrenching 

reality by Arturo Castillo, and performed by a remarkably strong cast, 

the audience is transfixed throughout! The harsh story, inspired by 

actual events in 1955 in Boise, Idaho, takes us along on that city’s 

“witch hunt” against homosexuals. When three men are arrested for 

“lewd and lascivious” conduct in a park, with under aged boys, a 

massive attempt to free the city of all homosexuals explodes! The 

effort is headed by the Mayor, an “anti-gay” attorney, and an F.B.I. 

agent…powerfully portrayed by George McDaniel, Nick d’Avirro, and 

Craig Robert Young, respectively, lives and families are torn apart by 

their actions. As the psychiatrist on the case, Seamus Dever is 
spellbinding, and Herbert Jones is flamboyantly flawless as the Mayor’s 

gay brother. Kris Kamm and Melissa Kite passionately share some of 

the play’s most heartbreaking moments, as a couple in crisis, and 

Westley Thornton is excitingly edgy as a gay teen “hustler.” Rounding 

out the stellar cast are Matty Ferraro and Audrey Moore, as the 



Mayor’s adult siblings. Many shocking secrets are revealed as the story 

plays out. To share them with you here would spoil your enjoyment of 

this intriguing journey. Let me just say that “same sex” attraction is, 

and always has been, more common than you’d think. Fortunately, 

acceptance and understanding on the issue of homosexuality in 2008, 

has come a long way since 1955 (…just this week, California has 

approved the right for gays to marry) as society catches up with 
reality. Kudos to May Routh for her lovely period costumes, and Laura 

Fine Hawkes, for her starkly effective set design. A worthy theatrical 

effort all round…try to catch this one! Running thru’ June 29th at the 

Matrix Theatre – 7657 Melrose Ave. in West Hollywood. Call 323-960-

4420. 


